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We are in the season for giving and sharing, and Eastridge needs your 
help in assisting Eastridge families. Through December 21,  
you will find a holiday tree outside the Eastridge office decorated with  
ornaments describing a needed item for someone in our school. 
Choose an ornament, purchase the item, wrap it, and return the  
wrapped gift with the ornament from the tree taped to the outside  
of the package to Eastridge. Your donation will be given to an  
Eastridge student in need. Your generosity this holiday  
season will make others' celebrations more joyous. 
 
 
Holiday Lunch 
You are welcome to join your child for lunch on December 20 for our Holiday Lunch (creamed turkey).  
Please turn in your reservation and payment by December 7.  Meals are $2.65, (LPS students pay 
$1.90).  We look forward to celebrating this season with you! 
 
Recycling News 
We invite you to send your aluminum cans and printer cartridges to Eastridge for recycling.  Our PTO 
raises funds and our environment benefits.  The cans should be dropped off near the dumpsters in the 
parking lot.  There are special barrels there for the cans.  Print cartridges are collected in a bin outside 
the office. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Special Education Parent Advisory Information 
A big thanks to Melissa Stake our Eastridge Special Education Parent Advisory Representative.  Melissa 
has taken time out of her busy schedule to attend meetings related to special education.  She has attended 
two meetings so far this year and has given us an update on what was discussed.  In the October meeting, 
various LPS staff members were introduced and they also shared their areas of responsibility.  The 
committee then had a discussion about the “age of majority” and the automatic transfer of rights as 
advocated in the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act of 1997.  In 1999 a sub-committee 
recommended that rights should not be transferred from the parent to the child when they reach the age of 
majority, however, this topic is now up for reevaluation. Melissa shared that the committee was in 
consensus and felt that rights should not be transferred. 
 
In the November meeting the committee discussed various inquiries based on survey feedback.  Some of 
the issues discussed by the committee were:  how difficult it can be for students with disabilities to 
transition to secondary schools (students have anxiety and fear of the unknown); three year re-evaluations 
where students have developed to a level of success that will remove services, however, they are not able 
to maintain that level independently; and “Child Find” for infants, toddlers and children-how successful is 
it in  finding children with needs prior to the child entering the public schools.   
 
Thanks again Melissa for the updates and for attending the meetings.  If you have any questions related to 
these topics or suggestions for future topics, please don’t hesitate to call me (#436-1135).  Thanks!  Kathi 
Drahota 

 



 

 

WE THINK IT IS IMPORTANT FOR 
PEOPLE TO KNOW THAT WE DO NOT 
KEEP ANY MONEY IN THE OFFICE OR 
ANYWHERE IN  EASTRIDGE 
OVERNIGHT.  ANY CASH  
DEPOSITS ARE MADE DURING  
THE SCHOOL DAY TO  
MAKE SURE THERE IS NO CASH  
IN THE BUILDING OVER NIGHT.  
  

Permits Due January 4 
You need a permit if: 

• You are already on permit and you have changed your address 
• You want your student to attend an elementary or middle school outside your home school area 

(even if you already have an older student attending there) 
• Incoming kindergarten students who do not live in their preferred school area 

Each student wanting to transfer to their preferred school must have their own permit.  If your student 
attends on a current permit to Eastridge and there have been no changes, you do not need a new permit 
for next year.  If you have any questions, please call the office – 436-1135. 

Leadership Grant Leads to New Club at 
Eastridge! 
Congratulations to 5th graders Sam Bayer, Evan 
Brandenburg, Emily Hernandez, Maddie Knapp, 
Arianna Molzen, Robin Rauner!  Those students 
attended a Leadership Conference at Doane College 
sponsored by Region I of the Nebraska Association 
of Elementary School Principals (NAESP).  
Students who attended the workshop were eligible to 
apply for a mini-grant from NAESP for a service 
project in their school.  Our leadership team decided 
to start a Green Club to learn more about living a 
healthy lifestyle and respecting our environment.  As 
a part of this club, the students will have a Walking 
Project.  Participants will keep track of how far they 
walk, receive incentives for distances walked, and 
the classroom that walks the farthest will celebrate 
with a party.  The students’ grant was approved!  
They will use the money toward the cost of the 
project that includes pedometers, incentives, and 
snacks for the winning classroom.  They will kickoff 
this project with an all-school assembly on recycling 
on December 4.  Permission slips for joining the 
Green Club will go home in the December 7 Friday 
Folders.  The first Green Club meeting will be held 
on December 13.   Congratulations Eastridge Fifth 
Graders! 
 

Winter Concert December 11th 
Plan on attending and enjoying an 
evening of music, featuring the 

Eastridge Band,  
Chorus, and Strings! 

The concert will be presented at 
1:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. in the 
Eastridge gymnasium. Join us! 

 
  Mark Your Calendars!  
 (See http://eastridge.lps.org/ for more 
calendar information) 
December  
4 3:00 Recycling Assembly 
5 1:40 Illusion Theater, Grades 3, 4, 5 
11 7:00 PM, Band, Strings, Orchestra  
            Concert (early concert at 1:30 p m) 
13 8:10 Green Club, Art Room 
17 10:00 Flute Concert, Mrs. Bargen and 
            Mrs. Hall 
20 Holiday Dinner 
24 – January 2 No School 
 

Illusion Theater 
Next Wednesday, December 5, the Illusion 
Theater will perform at Eastridge at 1:40 PM for 
grades 3, 4, and 5.  This performance will show 
students how to be friends, how to treat others 
with respect, what it means to be a bully, and what 
to do when feelings are hurt.  They also use the 
concept of manners to make others feel 
comfortable.  Parents of 3rd, 4th and 5th graders are 
welcome to attend.    


