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 Leadership L incoln Visits Eastr idge 
Three members from Leadership Lincoln (LL) visited Eastridge Elementary School last week.  Eastridge 
was one of ten schools included in the Education Day event (elementary, middle, high school, public and 
nonpublic schools were all included).  LL participants started their day at the Lincoln Public Schools District 
Offices at 7:30 AM where they heard information about education from Dennis Van Horn, Associate 
Superintendent for Business Affairs for Lincoln.  Our visitors joined us at 10:00 for a visit, a tour, and a visit 
to some classrooms.  Thank you to Mr. Reeker, Mrs. Wallingford, Mrs. Keslar, and Mrs. Knuth for allowing 
us to visit their classrooms.  Thanks also to 4th graders Aeden McGann-Helweg, Monica Starr, Haleigh 
Seizys, Amber Squires and Nina Hind for serving as lunch hosts for our guests.  We enjoyed a bowl of chili 
and a cinnamon roll in our cafeteria.  LL participants regrouped in the afternoon at the Beadle Center where 
they heard a panel (including Jack Huck of SCC and Clarke Chandler, Wesleyan CFO) on secondary 
education.  Another panel included Harvey Perlmann from UNL, Wendy Birdsall from the Chamber of 
Commerce, and Dr. Susan Gourley from the Lincoln Public Schools.  They talked about the economic 
impact on the economy, State Fair Park, and the importance of an educated workforce to attract business.  
We were happy to be a part of Leadership LincolnÕs Education Day! 
 
 
  
 
  
 

April  18,  2008 

Mark Your Calendars!   
April 
21 Elementary Plan Day, Students do not attend 
25 Bike Rodeo 
28 Skate Party, 48th Skate Zone, 300 N. 48th, 6:00-8:00  $4 
29 PLC early dismissal Ð 2:18 PM 
29 Spring Concert, 9:30 AM and 7:00 PM 
30 Secretary Appreciation Day 
May 
2 MayorÕs Run Dinner, Valentinos 
3 MayorÕs Run, 8:00 AM 
5 East Orchestra, 1:25 
5-9 Child Nutrition Employee Week 
6 School NurseÕs Day 
6 7:00 PTO 
7 Gold Star Banquet 
8 Green Club, 8:10 AM 
15 Kindergarten Orientation 9:30 & 12:45 
16 Fun Night, 5:30-7:30 
19 Spring Extravaganza 
23 Field Day 
26 Memorial Day, no school 
30  Last day of school 

Come and join us!  - Monday, May 19 
- Spring Extravaganza - 5:30-7:30 
5:30-6:30 5th Grade Wax Museum, 
5:30-7:30, Art Exhibit and 
Technology Lab Sharing,  
6:30-7:00 Drug/Alcohol Awareness 
Presentation for Parents in the Media 
Center.  Plan to join us! 

 Popcorn Parties    -  Mrs. Drahota and Dr. Reckewey  
enjoyed visiting with small groups of fifth graders the  
past two weeks.  Students came in for popcorn and shared 
stories about their life at Eastridge.  This is a wonderful group 
of students and we will miss them next year! 
 

 

 

Austin Kingsley gets published! 
 

Congratulations to Austin Kingsley, 
third grader in Mrs. KnuthÕs class, 
who wrote a poem that has been 
selected for publication in the 
Young American Poetry Digest. 
Children from throughout the 
United States submitted poems, and 
the ones selected for publication 
were those the best written for the 
age of the student. The National 
Schools Project sponsors this 
opportunity, and it is in its twelfth 
year. The book containing AustinÕs 
poem will be in our school library 
in the fall. AustinÕs winning 
submission ÒIÕll Hypnotize My 
TeacherÓ was printed in a recent 
newsletter. 
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Volunteer Tea 
 

Mrs. Young and Mrs. Erickson along with Eastridge students hosted our Volunteer 
Appreciation Tea on Monday.  The theme, ÒVolunteers are Tea-rific!Ó was celebrated through 
tea, cookies, and entertainment.  Eastridge students Nina Hind, Shelby Glenn, Kathryn 
Stangl, Haleigh Seizys and Aubrey Franke provided beautiful background music on the piano.  
Each volunteer received a bookmark that said, ÒI Make A Difference.Ó  Our volunteers do 
make a positive difference in the lives of children every day.  Thank you volunteers! 

Mentor and Her Student are Finalists in Sheldon Museum of Ar t Poetry Contest. 
From more than 250 entries, fourth grader Camille Harrah and her mentor, Christine Starr, were 
announced as finalist in the Nebraska Poets on Sheldon Paintings Contest. Contestants could enter one of 
four age categories ranging from grades K-5 to adult, and wrote a poem about a piece of artwork at 
Sheldon that inspired them. The contest was organized by UNL graduate student Rebecca Bednarz, and 
was made possible by a grant from the Nebraska Arts Council. A reception for the winners and finalists 
will be held on Friday, April 25 from 5-7pm at Sheldon. WeÕre so proud of Camille and Christine to 
receive this distinction from a panel of very talented judges. Following is CamilleÕs poem. 
 

This Was the Most Interesting Painting I Could Find 
by Camille Harrah, after Frank Tuchfarber's painting, The Old Violin 
 

It saddens me to see this instrument, 
once of a certain musical beauty, stripped of its varnish. 
I pity it, knowing it lies on music 
it will soon be unable to play.  It may have once lived a fine life, 
creating sounds, notes to please its player, but that will soon end. 
For if a person sees it, in its sad state, their first thought may be, 
"It's too old, nothing but deadwood." 
And then, it will be ruined, 
fated to burn, like any old kindling you would find in the woods! 
Unless a kind orchestral hand reaches, 
to give it new varnish and woodwork. 
But it will still grow old, imprisoned by time, 
often confined to the dry darkness that a case provides, 
with only a bow and rosin for company. 
The violin may have a player, but not always, not continuously, 
and when its useful life is over, it will be destroyed. 
In fire, burning to cinders and ashes, there will be nothing, 
no object to remember by, except memory. 

 
 

Art  Ware  Ord ers  
Our hope is t hat  you received your Art  Ware  ord er last  week and are  enj oying t he 
product s.  Kim Braat en, J ulie Ramsey, and Bob Reeker were  inst rument al in organizing 
t his f undra ising event  benef it ing t he East rid ge Art  Depart ment .  Art  Ware  gave 
East rid ge 30% of  t he money spent  or about  $ 400.  I f  you have any comment s about  t he 
Art  Ware  product s, please f orward  t hem t o Mr.  Reeker at  <breeker@lps.org>. 

BOXTOPS CONTEST! 
Now through May 16th. 

COLLECT, COLLECT, COLLECT! 


